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I'm a cranky bastard for whom these types of legal interventions will never be 
enough. 


What material resources are available to help? 


Trans people and their families who move here will need what trans people and 
their families still need here: an affordable place to live, enough money to live 
well, easy access to all healthcare including transitional care. 


What about the people who have been criminalized in Minnesota for 
defending trans lives? 


CeCe Mcdonald served 19 months in prison for defending herself and her friends 
from a violent white supremacist transphobe. 


Leslie Feinberg was jailed for three nights for a graffiti action in support of CeCe 
McDonald. 


In summer of 2022, two people were arrested for protesting a transphobic 
performance, and held without charges for a number of days. 


What does the state owe these people? 


But the biggest reason I'm not grateful is: why only decriminalize certain 
trans people? 


A brief aside about innocence and criminalization. 


Historians Dan Berger and Toussaint Losier describe criminalization as "the 
processes Institutions use to punish particular activities, behaviors, or people." 
In other words, some actions and behaviors (which can then be attached to 
certain people) are deemed punishable by the state, in the name of order and 
control. 


We understand innocence as criminalization's opposite--people who are innocent 
refrain from certain actions or don't exhibit certain behaviors. 


We imagine that trans refugees are like the "perfect victims" that Mariame Kaba 
and Brit Schulte discuss; they "are submissive, not aggressive; they don't have 
histories of drug use or prior contact with the criminal legal system; and they are 
"innocent" and respectable." 


On January 18, 2023, state police in DeKalb County, GA, murdered Tortuguita, a 


forest defender who used they/them pronouns. State violence—both in the use of 
weapons, and in the absurd charges of domestic terrorism—has been wielded 
against anyone associated with the #StopCopCity movement. 


What is stopping Minnesota from offering refugee status to forest defenders? 
When we think of trans people worthy of defense and protection, do we include 
Tortuguita? 


There's historic precedence for states protecting criminalized people 
from other states. 

In 1948, Haywood Patterson, one of the Scottsboro Boys wrongly accused of 
raping a white woman, escaped from prison In Alabama _ and fled to Michigan. 
He had been incarcerated for seventeen years, and retried four times. The state 
of Michigan refused to extradite him. 


To me, trans people deserve protection regardless of whether or not they've been 
criminalized in other ways. Even trans people who have caused harm deserve 
room to accept accountability and repair that harm. 


Meanwhile, here in Minnesota water protectors are being charged with felony 
obstruction for acting to stop Line 3--a pipeline Governor Walz said he would 
block, and then ultimately did not. 


Why are they not protected here? 


I strongly identify with Eugene Debs' statement to the Court after he was 
convicted of sedition: “...while there is a criminal element I am of it, and while 
there is a soul in prison, I am not free.” 


I believe that the criminalization of trans people is an opportunity for trans 
people to learn from, 
and fight alongside, other criminalized people. 


We have so much to learn from, and owe so much to, people—including trans 
people—who are already criminalized. 


No one is free until we are all free. 


This means that until we protect everyone, including people who are criminalized 
in other ways. 

It means we have to recognize that the ‘refuge’ status of Minnesota does not 
extend to everyone, including every trans person. 


To truly be a refuge state, Minnesota must: 
¢ decriminalize actions and behaviors that currently criminalize them 
¢ decarcerate people, sending them home from jail and prison 
* provide housing, free and easily accessible healthcare, and enough money 
to live on 


* protect those criminalized n other states 


And that's just the beginning... 
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This zine was made by a member of Strange Deer Press, a Midwestern zine and 
comics 
collective. 


Ai Miller is literally never satisfied, and it keeps hir working towards a better 
world. 
You can find hir online most places @sonofahurricane or on twitter 


